Minutes For
VA/DC Senior Service Corps Directors Association

Corporation for National and Community Service
Richmond, Virginia, Federal Building/CNCS State Office Conference Room
September 4th and 5th, 2008
Thursday, September 4th, 2008 at 9:00 AM: Since only members of the association could vote, Mary asked all directors to pay their dues for 2008 if they had not done so already.  Susan took up money and gave receipts for $15 dues and for $13 lunch that day as well.
I. Welcome & Call to Order at 9:30 AM
VA/DC President Mary Dean welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Attendance was recorded as follows:

RSVP







FGP
Tammy Blair


Paula Ogiba


Francine Blum

Chris Blankenship 

Jeannine Purdy

Mattie Robertson
Debra Bressler

Judy Seale


Jason Samuels


Gwen Mosley Coleman
Ava Stilwell


FGP/SCP

Mary Creasy


Diane Sundholm 

Barbara James
Mary Dean 


Dee Thomas


RSVP/SCP
Bernadette Gilmore 

Lola Walker 


Millie Aven

Melanie Jackson

Judy Weitzenfeld

Sandy Harrison

Angela Little


Martha Williams

Susan White


Rhudy Naylor

Tony Williams


II. Introductions

Mary extended thanks to the CNCS office staff, Kim Frola, Jean Taylor Payne, Debbie Martinez and Claudia Gray for hosting the meeting and for providing refreshments and arranging for lunch.  
III. Review of Minutes                                                    

      
   Mary 
Minutes from the February 2008 meeting were reviewed; Tammy moved for approval; Bernadette seconded; motion passed.
IV. Treasurer’s Report







  Susan              
Susan distributed a written Treasurer’s Report with income and expenses listed.  The ending balance as of August 26, 2008 was $2,062.80.
V. CNCS-VA State Office Update; please see yellow insert




   

Jean Taylor Payne welcomed the new RSVP project sponsor: Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington, of which Jeannine D. Purdy is the RSVP Director.  She thanked those who were able to have volunteers attend the President’s Call to Service on September 8.  FY 09 Assessments were distributed.  Jean reminded directors to be more expressive on program activities in monthly reports.  Debbie reported the Field Financial Management Center (FFMC) has been doing ‘desk reviews’ and has been going back as far as five years on FSRs (Financial Status Reports).  Millie asked if someone would be responsible for updating us and keeping us informed from DC.  What else can we expect after we send in reports to let us know whether or not it is o.k.?  Jean said she would ask Kim to bring it up at the State Directors meeting to get direction and training on how to advise us.  [Apparently in-kind match was a problem in some ‘desk reviews’.] Jean stated in-kind must directly benefit the volunteers. i.e.: value of donated books taken to homeless center can not be counted as in-kind match.  If the books were used by volunteers to read to children, then the value can be counted as in-kind match. 
The CNCS program table top display was viewed.
Grants will be reviewed by other states.  Be sure to:

· List staff and their qualifications

· Continue with work plans that are successful

· Do strategic initiatives; recommended by Jean

· Put in work plans new populations moving into the community

· Make sure 50% of volunteers are in impact jobs

Want suggestions for trainings.
The National Conference in San Francisco is not required.
Volunteer signatures not required on time sheets.
VI. National Association Reports


FGP
 SCP







      

Fran/Susan
Cost of the Criminal Background Search is not allowed as in-kind match.
Red Rose Tea Day: National day for volunteers; waiting final approval budget from Congress. 
For FGP and SCP, on FSR need the # of Volunteers and # of Hours; go by the VSRs for #s.
Total Stipend Expenses divided by # of Hours equals the # of volunteers.  Jean had met with RGP and SCP Directors.  Power point on Caregivers Choice and Mentoring Children of Prisoners.  There was need for clarification on how the funding is handled.
RSVP                                                                                                   
Ava
President’s Volunteer Service Award pins are available to apply for; promote financial literacy; CDC has grant available for Fall Prevention; directors need to join and pay dues for National Association of RSVP Directors (NARSVPD).  Melodie Kleinman is President.  Ava announced the Care Giver Conference scheduled for November 1st in Pulaski.
VII. Committee Reports

Hospitality







             
Debra
As planned, maps were sent to new directors.

Nominating
Slate of officers was presented by: 



Angela, Chris, Lola, and Tammy
The nominating committee presented the following as a recommendation to the group:

For VA/DC Senior Corps Association President:

Chris Blankenship

For VA/DC Senior Corps Association Treasurer:

Susan White 

Bernadette Gilmore
It was recognized that Susan was already serving as Treasurer in the interim.  Bernadette stated that she was fine with not being placed in this position at this time.

There was a call for nominations from the floor.  None taken.  Melanie moved that nominations be closed; Angela seconded.  Mary closed nominations.  Voting was done by written ballot.  Tammy collected ballots, and Tammy and Lola counted them.  Chris Blankenship was elected President for 2009, and Susan White was elected Treasurer.  Judy Weitzenfeld will continue to serve as Vice-President and Alison Jorgensen will continue to serve as Secretary for 2009.
Programs






           
           Vacant
VIII. Statewide Website

Eric Atkinson presented on proposed Virginia Service vaservice.org
sponsored by CNCS. 

Atkinson, Eric (VDSS) [mailto:eric.atkinson@dss.virginia.gov] (See Eric’s email dated 9/11/2008.)


           
    
IX. Open Discussion; All present shared ideas in round table style:
· Thank you notes to seniors
· Senior Safety Summit

· Citation and special presentation to volunteers of the year from city council or local government

· Soup for Seniors-Barbara.  Story in paper on senior who would either eat or buy medicine.

· Department of Rail Transportation Program (DRTP)-Lola- got a van.

· Walk-a-Thon for Seniors

· “Locomotion” – childhood obesity; United Way Day of Caring Sept 17.

· “Cruisin’ Through the Years” to recruit Baby Boomers

· Hire a grant writer – grants through Phillip Morris

· Sock Drive

· Debra: Welcome to the team after two weeks; Cards after 30 or 60 days; Acknowledge those who go above and beyond; Sympathy cards to families.
Adjourn: Jason moved to adjourn at 4:00 PM; Diane seconded; all agreed; motion carried.
Friday, September 5th, 2008 at 9:10 AM:
Bylaws Committee










Mary
Mary asked for volunteers to be on the bylaws committee.  Jason, Tony, Mary, Martha agreed to serve with Judy as chair.

Mission Statement










Mary
After much discussion the mission statement was chosen as follows:
“The mission of the VA/DC Senior Corps Directors Association is to support, represent, advocate for and empower directors in promoting senior volunteerism.”
Fran moved that the mission statement be accepted provisionally; Angela seconded.  All agreed; motion carried.
VISTA












Kim 

Kim stated there is no pressure on the VA/DCSSCDA to acquire Vistas; just a suggestion.

Could help association with marketing; make a difference day; placed in individual programs and/or one for the association.  

· Comments from the group included: not quite ready now for one; we have Vistas and they recruit for mentors and do fundraising; AARP Work Search great; Vistas do mentoring with FGP; Vistas are great.

If interested, may get 2 or 3 in one grant and work out cost share.  Email Susan if interested for 2009; number of slots limited.  

Disaster Preparedness and Response







Kim
Kim asked for feedback on what was done locally in Disaster Preparedness and Response.  One suggested giving out safety books to new volunteers.  More discussion followed.
Training











Kim

Mandatory; Ask Debra Mitchell-Rodell, the new finance manager in Philly to give a presentation on finances.  Invite other State Program Directors.  Partner with another State Association for trainings possibly in West Virginia for instance in July 2009.
Adjourn

The next meeting will be held February 4 and 5, or 5 and 6, 2009 at Richmond Senior Connections.  Angela offered to host the meeting in the New River Valley, Christiansburg/Blacksburg area.  Because of concerns about travel conditions in the mountains in the winter, Fran offered to host at Richmond Senior Connections.  The consensus of the group was to hold the February meeting in Richmond.
Respectfully Submitted by Judy Weitzenfeld, Floyd RSVP on 11/24/2008
